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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Ausezenhandels Nachrichten

RUMANTAN TEXTILE AND FOOTWEAR PRODUCTION EXPANSION

lﬁumbers. in parsntheces refer to appended sources_/

Rumaniarn textile production has expanded continuously since national-
ization. The basic commodity in textiie production has been cotton. In the
past, the industry was highly dependent on imports. In 1938, for example, 43
percent of *he country's total reguirement for cotton fiber was imported from
other counuries. A large part of this was ailready spun, although the nossi-
bility existed of Aeveloping the demesvi: spinning industry.{l, 2) At
present, the Rumanian textile industry recesve: part of its raw material and
equirment from domestic sours22a. Loom:z, wool-:arding machines, rough-surfacing
machines, kXnttting necdles, spinning mochines, and cotton gins are being pro-
duced 1nRumania. In add:ition <o recelving Soviet cotton on favorable temms,
Rumania slso receives selected coton sesd and *the beperit of Soviet advice 1n
new me<hods. The source said tha: 1t 1= expected that, as a result, the en-
tire need will be met by domestic production. 1)

owing nationalization, a rapid 2evelopment of the entire textile in-
gar. Taking 1948 as 100, cottor prodiaztion :n 1950 was 176, and 1n

as 35 wool production in 1950 waz 187, and in 1951, 215. large tex-
cnstructed 1n fasi and Botosany, and the largest ready-to-

he country, the Ghecrghiu-Dej Textile M1iil 1in Bucharest, was put
} In sareas which formerly had no industry, thes. new plants have
fronomic activity. (1) Mast exi3ting faclories were expanded
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Witn inecre=ased production, rhe tonsumption of fexfiles also rncreased. In
1651, 24 8 percent mere textiles wers manufacrured than in 1950 .(%k) Consumers
pur.hazedl 2b percent more cotton cloth, 82 prreent more weolen cloth, and 12
percent more silk cloth in 1930 than ig 16L9. They purchased 18.3 rercent more
cotton goods and 20.2 percent more wonlens in 1951 than in 1950.(3)
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Variety in men'e wear increased 8C percent, and in women's wear, 125 percent.
Large selections in men's suits, ladies’' dresses, overcoats, and other items
weTe placed on the market.(h4)

Production of shoes and leather goods has alse increased. 1In 1951, 16
percent more shoes were produced than in 1950. 1In 1952, this 18 to increase
another 30 percent.(2) /[According to source {(5,) shoe production was 20 per-
cent greater in 1951 then in 1950 and 1950 production was 24.8 percent above
that of 19149;7 Shoe prices were cut 5-15 percent in 1952.(5)

To meet the need for trained pereonnel, the Ministry of Light Industry
bas developed technical Instruction at all levels in institutes and numerous
intermediate textile schools. Highly qualified personnel will be trained at
ean advanced textile technical school.

To solve textile problems » the Ministry of Light Industry established
an Institute for Textile, Leather, and Rubber Research in 1951. -The institute
deals with technical and economic production problems. A division for the
development of models and patterns promotes inventions and innovations by
workere and technicians. (1?
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